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<3 } AND 
= OKDINANCES of the SEA. - 
| 22 Ordained and Eſiabliſhed by the Parlia- 5 
da ment of the Common wealth of Eng/and, | 
VS For the Regulating and better Government of the :; 


45 Navies, Fleets, and Ships of War, and Armies by 54» 
4” . ſeaofthe Common: wealth of Frgland, And ajl 50» 
«+> and lingular perſons, Ships & Vellcls thereunto 9s 
42 belonging; tobe putin Execution according to 5 
an Act of this preſent Parliament, Entituled, 4» 
AT for conſtituting Commyſcioners for Ordering and 9» 
Managing the Affairs of the AdmirJalty aud Navy; : 
and to be obſerved and duly obeyed by the 
Vice-Admirals, Rere-Admirals, Commanders, 
Captains, Lieutenants, Maſters, Maſters Mates, 
and all other Officers, Mariners, fea-men and 
Souldiers, & all other whomſoever theſe Laws 
and Ordinances may concerng,under the paines 
and penalties therein contained and expreſſed. 


GENE OERBERG 


. - Saturday the 25th- of December, 1652. 


Rdered by the Parliament, That theſe Articles be 
Printed. Hen: Scobell, Cleric: Parliamenti. - 


v: London: Printed by Sarah Griffin, by order of the. 
V3 Commiſgioners for the Admiralty &&Navy,1659. 
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LAVVS OF VV AR 


Ordained and Eſtabliſhed by the 


PARLIAMENT 


OF THE 


Common-wealth 


ENGLAND: 


'""MKTYEtE T1 
Ll Commanders ſhall endevour, That Al- 


mighty God be ſolemnly and reverently 

A ſerved in the reſpeCtive Ships,all Prophane- 

neſs and Irreligiouſneſs avoided, Preaching and 

Praying, and other Religious Duties be exerciſed 

and duly frequented, and the Lords Day Religi- 
ouſly obſerved. | 


IT. Unlawful and raſh Oaths, Curſiogs, Exccra- 
tions, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, and other ſcan- 
dalous aQts in derogation of Gods Honour, and cor- 

A 2 .raption. 
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(4) 
ruption of good Manners, ſhall be puniſhed as the 
I 0u0cil of War ſhall think ht. 


HI. All fuchas ſhall give, practice, hold or enter, 
tain Intel:igence, to or with any State, Prince or 
other, being Enemy or Rebel to this Common. 
wealth,by any manner of meansor {lights 3 or have 
any communication with them, without direQion 
or leave of the Parliament, Council of, State , the 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, Generals at Sea, 
or Commander in Chief of the Squadron, ſhall be 
puniſhed with death. 


IV. If any Letter or Meſſage from the Enemy, or 
on their behalf, be conveyed to any inferiour Of. 
ficer, Marriner,Sov1dier or other 1a the Fleet, and 
the ſaid Officer, Marriner,Soldier or other as afore- 
ſaid, do not inſtantly acquaint the Superiour Com- 
mander with it ; orif a Superiour Qfhcer, being ac- 
quainted therewith by an inferior Officer, Mariner 
or other, or himſclf in his own perſon recelvinga 
Letter or Meflage from the Enemy, reveal not the 
ſame forthwith to the Generals, Admirals, or the 
chief of his Squadron ; All fuch Mariners, Off- 

cers, Souldiers and others, ſhall be punished as 
Traytors with pains of deatb. 


V. No perſon or perſons of the Fleet ſhallre-. 


lieve the Enemy with Money, Victuals, roy 
Shot, 


(5) 


Shot, Arms or Ammunition,dire&ly or indirectly, 
upon pain of death. 


VI. None ſhall harbour or conceal any Enemy, 
or known Delinquent or Rebel on ſhip-board, nor 
carry, or endeavour to tranſport any ſuch beyond 
Sea without Licenſe, upon pain of Death, or other 
puniſhment as a Ceuncel of Warre ſh.ll ad- 


judge. 


VII. None ſhall preſume wilfully and wittingly 
to injure Or wrong at Sea the known friends or al- 
lies of this State,erther Members of this Common- 
wealth or Strangers not in Enmity, upon pain of 
ſuch puniſhment as the nature & circumſtances of 
the offence ſhall require nor in viſiting any Ships 
or Veſſels,either take Goods forcibly, or by force 
or terror extort them,upon pain of Death, or other 
punichment, according to the nature and circum- 


ſtances of the Offence. 


VIIE. All the Papers, Charter parties, Bills of - 


Lading,Paſports and other Writings whatſoever, 
that shall be taken, ſeized, or found aboard any 
Ship or Ships which shall be ſurprized or ſeized as 
Prize, shall be duly preſerved, and not torn nor 
made away,but the very Originals ſent up enti:ely 
hd without fraud to the Admiralty Court, there 


Wtobe viewed, madeuſe of, and proceeded upon 


according to Law, upon pain of loſs of all the 
| Shares 
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(6) 
fhares of the Takers, and ſuch further puniſhment 
tobe inflicted upon the Oftenders therein, as the 
quality of their offence and miſdemeanors ſhall be 


tound to deſerve. 


e 


{X. None ſhall take out of any Prize or Ship 


or Goots ſeized on tor Prize, any Money, Plat 
Goods, Lading or Tackle, before Judgemeat fi 
thereot pals in the Admiralty Court; but that the 
{all and entire accompt of the whole without im. 
bezilment ſhall be brought in, and Judgement paſ; 
entirely upon the whole without fraud, upon pain 
of ſuch puniſhment as ſhall be found by a Councal 
of War or the Court of Admiralty (as the caſe may 
happen) to be juſt; excepting, That it ſhall be 
iawful for all Captains, Sea men, Souldiers, and 
others, ſerving as aforeſaid, to take and to have to 
themſelves as pillage, without further or otherac- 
compt to be given for the ſame, all ſuch Gagd 
and Merchand izes ( other then Arms. Ammy 
nition, Tackle,Furniture or Stores of ſuch Ship) 
ſhall be found by them or any of them, in any 
Ship (they ſhall take in Fight as Prize) upon ors 
 bove the Gun-deck of the ſaid Ship,and-not other: 
wiſe. ; 8 


X. None ſhall imbezil, ſteal, or take 2wan0Y 
Cables, \nchors, Sails, or any of the ſhips Furnt 
ture, orany of the Powder, or Arms, or Ammy- 
nition of the Ship; upon pain of death, orothet 

pi 


ot 


—n—— ments 


hl: 6.4 at 
puniſhment, as the quality of the Offence ſha!l he 
found by a Councel of War to deſerve. 


. XI. If any Forreign ſhip or Veſſel shall be taken 
as Prize that $hall not fight or make reſiſtance, 
That in that caſe none of the Captains, Maſters or 
Mariners, being Forreigners, $hall be {tripped of 
their clothes, or in any ſort-pillaged, bea'cn or evil 
entreated, upon pain to pay and make good dou- 
ble the damages 3 but the ſaid Foreign Ships, and 
all the goods ſo taken, ſhall be preſerved entire, to 
receive Judgement in the Admiralty Court,accor- 
ding to Right and Juſtice. | 


XII. Every Captain and Commander , upon 
Senall or Order of Fight, or view or ſight of any 
Ships of the Enemy, or likelihood of Engagement, 
all put all things in his Ship in a fit poſture for 
fpht; and cauſe the Lieutenant, and Gunner, and 
Quarter-maſter, and other Officers to fit them- 
ſetves, and quarter the men according to the num+ 
ber and quality of men and Ordnance, with a com- 
petent number to ply the ſmall shot, and likewite 
tomanageand trim the ſails; and every Captain & 
Officer shall in his own perſon, and according to 
bis place, hearten and encourage theSea-men and 
tmmon Men to: ht Cogmagioulh, and not-to be. 


" Whave theinſelveSFaintly; nor to yield to cheeriemy 


ortocry for Quarter, upon pain-of death, or ſuch 
ther puntshment as the Offence shall deſerve. 
4 f XII. Every 


X i[I- Every Captain aad Comminder of an 
Sip, Frigotor Veſſel of War, hall du'y obſerve 
the Commands of the General at Sea, or hjs Ju. 
pertur or Cominander of any iquad:on-for the 
Aijailing or ſetting upon any Fleet, Squadron. of 
Ships of the Enemy, or joyning Bartel with them, 
or m:king defence againlt them,upon pain to ſuffe 
death, orother punifhment, as the quality of. his 
reglet or cftence shall deſerve- | 


XV. Every Captain, and all other Officer, 
Mariners aad Soldiers of every Ship, Frigotg 
Veſſel of War, that $hall in time of any Fightg 
Engagement withdraw or keep back, or not come 
in- to the Fight, and Engage, and dohis utmoſt to 
take, fire, kill and endamage the Enemy.and afli 
and relieve all and every the ships of thiszCommon 
wealth,shall for ſuch offence of Cowardize ardik 
affetion be tryed, and ſuffer pains of death, ors 
ther punishment as the Circumſtances of the OW 
fence $hall deſerve, and the Councel of War ghall 
zudpe fit. | 


- 


X V. Whoſoever, either through cowardin 
negligence op diſ-affeQtion, $hall forbear to puyl 


| 
} 
q 
: 
the Chaſe ofany Enemy, or. Rebel, beaten orfl ring tt 
fy 
< 


or $hall- not relieve or affiſt a friend in view toth 


& 


utmoſt of his power, shall be punished with dea 
or otherwiſe,as a Councel of War $hall Fe juſt, 


I 
Pl 
$ 

- 


' 
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_ XVI. When atany time Service or Action ſhall 


be commanded, no man ſhall preſume to ſtop or 
put backward, or diſcourage the ſaid Serviceand 
the W tion by pretence of Arrears of Wages, or upon 
NT oy other pretence whatſoever, upon Pain of 
ie, WF Jeath. | 


Cos xvII. Al Captains, Officers and Sea-men, that 
either have, or ſhall betray their Truſt and turn to 
the Enemy, and either run away with their Ship, 
cen orany Ordnanceor Ammunition, or Proviſion, to 
ora the weakning of the Service,or yield the ſameup to 
ht he Enemy,ſball be punished with death, -- 


XVII. All Captains, Officers or Mariners that 
ſhall deſert the ſervice or their imployment in the 
Ships, or shall run away or intice any others ſo to 


do, ſhall be pnniſ hed with death. - - 


XX. All Captains of Ships, having once ta- 
"Ny ken any Commiſion for taking of Prizes, accord« 
-Ngtoany At, Ordinance or Order of Parliament, 
i ſerved a5 any private man of War, oz. received 

"7 Pay or [mprefs, or beer atherwiſe imployed 
YY from or under the Parliament , that shall -eicher 
, EY ty = the Enemy, or on —_— _ 
+0090 Parliament-,-or wilfully ſet.upon , Fig « 
it "Y vrprize,or take any JhiporVeſlal ſteuding in Obe- 
Widh"Kace to the — apy of their Adbe- 


rents, 
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(10) 
rents, or ſhall turn Robber, and uſe to exerciſe pj, 


racy, eitherupon or 2gaioſt anyMerchants or other 
Ships,ſhall be puniſhed with death. | 


XX: All perſons whatſoever that ſhall come 6p 
be found in the nature of Spies, to bringany ſedy: 
cing Letters or Meſlages from the Enemy, orfhal} 
attempt or endeavor to corrupt any Captain, Offi 
cer, Marineror others of the Navy or Fleet to' be. 
tray his or their truſt, and yield up any Ship,or Aa»: 
munition, or tnrn to the Enemy, ſhall be punished 
with death. | = 


X X1. None ſhall utter any words of Seditionand 
Uproary nor make or endeavor to make any muti. 
nous Aſſemblies upon any pretence whatſoever, 
upon pain of death. 


X X-IT. No perſon ſhall” conceal any Mutiaous 
words, orany words ſpoken byany to the preju- 
dice of the preſent State or Government, or any 
words tending to the hindrance of the Service; 
but ſhall revea! them to his Superior, that a'nicet 
proceeding may behad thereupon, upon'painof 
ſuch _ ment as a Councel of War ſhall findto 
be jult, 


- XX11- None ſhall-preſume to quarrell with his Il : 
faperior Officer, upon pain of ſevere puniſhment, i + 
nor to ſtrike any ſach,upon pain — t 


(11) 
wiſe asa Councel ol War ſhall find the matter to 
er deſerve. | 


XXLV. If any findecauſe of complaiat of the 
or BY unwholſomneileof his Viduals, or upon other;juſt 
lu: I ground, he [hall quietly make the ſame: known to 
alt MW his Superior, or Captain, or Commander inchief, 
M. as the occalion may. deſerve, that ſuch preſent re» 
be. MW medy may be had as the matter may require : And 
ime WM the ſaid Superior or Commander 1s to cauſe the 
ned I fame to bepreſently remedied accordingly;but no 
p perſon upon any ſuch or other pretence ſhall pri- 
rately attempt toſtir up any Diſturbance, upor 
pain of ſuch ſevere puniſhment as a Councel of 
War ſhall fiad meet to inflict. 


 XXV. None ſhall quarrel or fight in the ſhip, 
nor uſe zeproachful or provoking ſpeeches,tendi 
to make anyquarrel or diſturbance upon pain o 


impriſonment, and ſuch other puniſhment as the 
Offence ſhall deſerve. 


XXVL. None ſhall uſe any words tending to the 
wo of the Admirals: or Generals , upon pain of 
ath. bn: LO 


XX V IT. Every Captain ſhall keep the number 
ind complement of men allowed: to his Ship full 
; i and compleat, and take care to have a full propor- 
ther- If tion of Mariners and Sea-men, and togetand _ 

ll -- B23 ſuc 
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ſach asare able and healthful , and fit for ſervice, 
and not Boys nor infirm perſons, that ſo theShip 
may be well mann'd for fight, and not be peſtred 
with idlers and boys, upon pain to be punished as 
the quality of the Offence may deſerve. 


XX VIII. That there beno waſteful Expence 
of any Powder, Shot,. Ammunition or other | 
Stores, norany imbezlement thereof, but that the 
Stores and Provitions be carefully preferved; upon 
ſuch Penalties, by Death, Fine, or otherwiſe upon 
the Offenders, Abbettors, Buyers and Receivers, as 
Shall be by a Councel of War found juſt in that be- 


half. 


XXIX. That care be taken in the conduQing 
and ſteering of the Ships, that through wilfulnelle, 
—_— or other defaults noneof the Ships be 

ded orrun- uponany Rocksor Sands, or fplit 
or hazarded, upon pain that ſuchas shall be found 
guilty therein, be punished by death or otherwiſe 
as the Offence may deſerve. 
XXX. None ſhallimbezleany part of the Ships 
Tackle or Furniture, or of the Arms and Ammunt- 
tion, upon pain of death. 


KXXL All perſonsthat hall wilfally burn. or ſet 
fire on any Ship; or Magazine, or ſtore of Powder. 
er Ship.boat, Keech, Hoy or Vellel, —— 

73H, | urniture - 


(13) 
Furniture thereto belonging, not appertaining to 
an Enemy $hall be puniched- with: F1y 5 | 


XXX II. Nomaan hall ſleepupon his Watch, 
or negligently perform the duty impoſed on him, 
or forſake his ſtation, upon pain of deathor lefler 
puni( hmeant, as the circumſtances of the caſe thail 
require. ore dented 4 one oe hene ln 


XX X11, All Murthers and wilful killing of 
any perſons in the ſhip ſhall be puniſhedwith death. 


XX XIV. All Robbery and Theft ſhall be pu- 
nished with death or otherwiſe, as the Councel of 


War (upon conſideration of circumſtances) hall 
find meet. 


| KXXY. The Captains, Officers and Sexmen 
of all Ships appointed for Convoy and Guard of 


Merchant ships,or any other,shail diligently attend 
- upon that charge without delay , according to 


_ in that a_ ; _ whoſoever 
Shall be ein, and shall not faithfully per- 
form the ſame, and defend the Ships and gpadvks 
their COBTOT, goo diverting 20 yore 
parts or occa{ions, or refuting or neglettin ro £ 
In their defence, if they be ſet upon or aſlailed, or 
manning. away .cowardly and ſubmiting theſe in 
their Gonvoy to perill and>hazard, : thayl' be con- 


demned to make repatation - of the Damage to the 
| Merchants 


—_ 


(4) . 

Merchants, and Owners, and others, as the Ccurt 
of” Admiralty » ſhall adjudge 3 and alſo be pu. 
niſhed criminally, according to the quality and 
quantity of their Offences, be it by pains of death 
orlefler puniſhment: And that no Captain, Mz 
ſter or other Officer of any ſhip belonging to the 
State orin their ſervice, ſhall demand, receive, or 
take from any Merchant or other, whoſe ſhip g 
goods he is appointed to Convoy, any Fee, Gratu:- 
ty orReward in reſpec thereof,upon pain that ſuch 
Captain, Maſter and Officer ſhall for ſuch Offence 


be caſhiered. 


XXXVI. Noprovoſt: Marſhall belongiog to the 
Fleet ſhall refuſe to receive or to keep any Priſoner 
committed to his charge, nor diſmiſs him, nor ſuf. 
fer him to eſcape, being once in his cuſtody, upon 


_ painof beg ove bo the ſame puniſhment which 


ſhould have been inflicted upon the party diſmiſſed 
or permitted-to eſcape, or ſuch other puniſhment as 
the Councel of War ſhall think fit. | 


XX XVII. No man ſhall preſume. to uſe any 
braving or menacing Words, Signs or Geſtures 
while the Court. Martial is fitting,upon-pain of fine 
and Impriſonent. WE ares by 
 XXXRV III. AllCaptains, Officers and Sea- 


men ſha]l do their endeavour to dete@, apprehend, 
and bring to puniſhment all Offenders, and o_ 


th On © VT Rog 


| (15) | 
aſſiſt the Officers appointed for that j urpoſe there- 
in,upon pain to be proceeded againſt and puniſhed 
mY 12 the Court- Marſhal at diſcretion. 


"*; XXX-1X. Allother Faults, Diſorders and Of: 
fences not mentioned in theſe Articles,ſhall be pu= 


= niſhed according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
O's Sea, and according to the general Cuſtoms and 


M0 Laws of War. 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti;. 
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